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Mr. Clay was a candidate for the nomination, and
many Whigs, feeling that his success meant another
party defeat, turned to Taylor as the only instru-
ment to prevent this danger. In February, 1848,
a call was issued in New York for a public meeting
to advance General Taylor's candidacy, which
was signed by many of Mr. Webster's personal
and political friends. Mr. Webster was surprised
and grieved, and bitterly resented this action.
His biographer, Mr. Curtis, speaks of it as a blun-
der which rendered Mr. Webster's nomination
hopeless. The truth is, that it was a most signifi-
cant illustration of the utter futility of Mr. Web-
ster's presidential aspirations. These friends in
New York, who no doubt honestly desired his
nomination, were so well satisfied that it was per-
fectly impracticable, that they turned to General
Taylor to avoid the disaster threatened, as they
believed, by Mr. Clay's success. Mr. Webster
predicted truly that Clay and Taylor would be
the leading candidates before the convention, but
he was wholly mistaken in supposing that the
movement in New York would bring about the
nomination of the former. His friends had judged
rightly. Taylor was the only man who could de-
feat Clay, and he was nominated on the fourth,
ballot. Massachusetts voted steadily for Webster,
but he never approached a nomination. Even
Scott had twice as many votes. The result of the
convention led Mr. Webster to take a very gloomy
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